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. A former soldier identified a3 an 
intermediary of -accused hitman 
Eugene- Tafoya .is- suspected of 
being one of a handful of ex-Green.- 
Berets recruited to, train terrorists 
in Libya, a law enforcement:; 
Source told The#;, Denver ; Post 
Wednesday. . JiH : 

* James' Clinton Dean, a retired 

Army Special Forces noncommis-? 
sioned officer from .Fayetteville,' 
N.C., has made, several strips to 
Libya and other countries in the 
Middle-East or on the African con- 
tinent, the source said! 

The FBI is investigating Dean 
and other former Green Berets 
who also worked in Libya to deter- 
mine the extent: of their activities 
and whether any criminal charges 
are warranted, toe source said. 

Dean denies | any such involve- | 

ment, and his assertion ^ support- 
ed by LukeF. Thompson, a retired' 
Special Forces master sergeant 
now living in Honolulu who recruit- 
ed the first group 6f Green Berets 
to go to Libya. £ . > 

“He wasn't \yith me,” Thompson 
said during a telephone interview. 

“I recruited yie ^original people 
and took then* there . ; . I don’t' 

* know of his direct involvement in 
Libya, but there might be some in- 
volvement in related areas.” 

When asked what he- meant bjr 
“related areas,” Thompson declin- 
ed to elaborate. < *• - - — 

At least six Special Forces veter- 
ans trained in techniques of guer- j 
rilla warfare and five ex-Army ex- 
plosives demolition s pecialists 

were recruited to provide terrorist; 
training and explosives expertise 
in Libya in. an operation organized 
by two ex-agents for the Central 
Intelligence Agency, according to 
previous reports of federal investi- 
gations. . 


“ Edwin P. Wilson and Francis 1 
TerpU, the ex-CIA agents, were i 
dieted by a federal grand jury I — 
Washington last year. They were 
accused of conspiracy to commit 
murder and of the illegal shipment 
of explosives and munitions to Lib- 
ya. •' 

In an unrelated case, Tafoya is 
on trial in Fort Collins on a charge 
of attempted first-degree murder 
and conspiracy in toe October 1980 
shooting of Faisal Zagallai, a Lib- 
yan student at Colorado State Uni- 
versity who was opposed to toe re- 
gime of Libyan dictator Moammar 
Khadafy. 

In connection with that trial, au- 
thorities, have disclosed that Dean j 
is the mystery intermediary for I 
Tafoya who appeared on a tran- 
script of a tape-recorded conversa- 
tion with Tafoya discussing “as- 
signments” and a car bombing in 
Canada. 

. In an affidavit signed by Loren 
B. Schall, assistant Larimer Coun- 
ty district attorney. Dean is identi- 
fied as the mysterious “Jim” on a 
tape recording seized from 
Tafoya’s car last ApriL - 

Dean also was described in the 
affidavit as a “necessary and ma- 
terial witness” in the Tafoya case. 
Attached, to the affidavit was a 
copy of a subpoena for Dean 
directing that he appear in Fort 
Collins on Nov. 18 and remain for 
three days. 

Thompson said he received a 
similar subpoena from Fort Collins 
authorities on Tuesday instructing 
that he report as a material wit- 
ness on behalf of the prosecution 
on Nov. 23. 

- Thompson said he does not know 
whether he will honor the subpoe- j 
na. He> said he was leaving for | 
Washington Wednesday night and 
would confer about it with Justice 
Department officials. And he 
added: : 


— Aciiuya since \ 

., both served’ together in the Army. 
But he denied working in Libya 
and disclaimed knowledge of the 
tape-recorded transcript, , which 
authorities- released two weeks 
ago. A- 7 

According to a knowledgeable 
law enforcement source, however, 
r Deal* was one of the hand-picked 
ex-Green Berets who worked for 
Wilson and Terpil in Tripoli, 
where, under the express direction 
of Abdul Senussi, chief of Libyan 
intelligence w they^ organized a, teg; 
rorist training program for Libyan : 
commandos. > 

. “We know that they met with 
the minister of intelligence there 
and they were training guerrillas 
in this type of warfare — demoli- 
tions, guerrilla warfare, escape 
and evasion and things like that,” 
the law enforcement investigator 
said. - ?• :• 

Most of those Special Forces 
veterans reportedly stayed in Lib- 
ya at least through 1978. 

* Wilson was quoted' in an ABC 
"News broadcast of an interview, 
■conducted in Tripoli last August as 
terming the report he recruited the 
Green Berets to train terrorists as 
an “absolute lie,” although he con- 
ceded that four ex-Green Berets he 
•hired were still in Libya at the 
time of the interview — : - ^ 

The law enforcement source fa- ' 
miliar with federal investigations 
of Wilson and Terpil said the FBI is 
investigating Dean and the other 
former soldiers because of their in- 
volvement in the Libyan operation. 1 
. “Basically what they’re trying to { 
do is to find out how much is in- 1 
volved and whether any other! 
charges (besides those against Wil-j 
son and Terpil) can be brought! 
against that group,” the. source) 
said. , . .Ui 


- “It’s for the prosecution and I 
think they’re shooting the wrong 
ball of wax. The only thing I could 
relate would heh> him /Tafoval." 
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